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LECTURE  I. 

Prophets  who  did  not  commit  their  prophecies  to  writing.  The 
word  prophet  came  from  the  v7ovdinabi  (bubbling  forth).  Later  it 
came  to  mean  speaker  and  still  later  it  meant  watcher,  (Mica  7  :  4 
Jer.  6  :  17.)  Aaron  was  Moses'  "  nabi."  A  priest  represented 
the  people  before  God.  A  prophet  represented  God  before  the 
people.  Christ  was  to  be  both  prophet  and  priest.  The  presence 
of  a  prophet  in  any  generation  was  sign  of  God's  presence  (Amos 
8  :  12,  Lam.  of  Jer.  11 :  9,  Ps.  74 :  9.  The  prophets  from  Moses 
to  establishment  of  monarchy  were  Miriam,  Deborah  and  Sam- 
uel. S.  estabhshed  school  of  prophets  (Acts  3 :  24.)  The  two  most 
important  men  from  this  school  were  Gad  and  Nathan. 

In  reign  of  Solomon  were  the  prophets  Shemaiah  and  Abijah. 
A.  foretold  the  division  of  the  kingdom.  Elijah  and  Elisha  of 
northern  kingdom  left  no  writings.  Prophets  of  southern  kingdom 
did.  They  gave  the  philosophy  of  history.  This  under  three 
heads.  (1.)  By  means  of  history,  in  direction  of  the  providence 
of  God  (world  wide.)  (2.)  Covenant  relation  between  Jews  and 
Jehovah.  (3.)  Messianic  prediction.  Prophets  gave  their  proph- 
ecies in  full  waking  consciousness.  Greek  and  Roman  priests 
gave  theirs  in  trances  and  highly  wrought  states  of  excitement. 
Books  of  Old  Test,  are  divided  into.  (1.)  Major  (Is.  Jer.  and  Ezek.) 
(2.)  Minor  prophets  (12.)  Hagiographa — Holy  writings  (Jer.  and 
Dan.) 

Chron.  order  of  prophets  ; — 

Northern  kingdom.  Southern  kingdom. 

Amos.  Joel. 

Micah — Isaiah. 
Hosea.  Nahum, 

Jephaniah — Jeremiah. 
Jonah.  Habakauk. 

(Nineveh.)  Obediah. 


^ 


^^^^ 
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Prophets  of  Exile  were  Dan.  and  Ezek.  Prophets  of  restor- 
ation were  Haggai,  Zechariah,  and  Malachi.  Reference  to  Books 
of  Old  Test,  which  are  lost.  1  Chron.  9  :  19.  Two  books  by  Na- 
than and  Gad.  2  Chron.  9:  29.  One  by  Abijah.  2.  Chron.  13  : 
22,  Three  by  Iddo.  2  Kings  14  :  25,  One  by  Jonah  different 
from  one  extant.  2  Chron.  2  :  12,  One  Shemaiate.  2  Chron. 
20  :  34,  by  Jehu.  2  Chron.  35:  28  by  Jer.  for  Josiah.  2  Chron. 
26 :  22  and  32 :  32,  by  Isaiah  on  Uzziah  and  Hezekiah.  Age 
was  one  of  literary  activity.  Writing  of  prophecy  began  at 
division  of  kingdom,  so  far  as  we  have  books  of  their  writing. 

LECTURE  II. 

Amos-  Time  of  prophets  was  from  800  to  450  B.  C.  A.  was 
one  of  the  12  minor  ones 

The  writings  of  the  twelve  are  thought  to  have  been  edited 
by  Nehemiah  in  one  book.  At  time  of  Amos  Lycurgus  ruled  in 
Sparta,  Uzziah  in  Judah,  and  Jereboam  II  in  Israel.  A.  was  a 
herdsman  at  Tekoa  in  Judah.  He  went  north  to  Bethel  in  Israel 
where  he  did  his  work.  This  was  centre  of  the  worship  of  the 
Calf  and  of  Baal.  The  king  worshipped  here  and  had  a  palace 
here,  although  Samaria  was  his  capital. 

Times  of  Amos.  Israel  was  nearing  her  end.  She  was  honey- 
combed with  rottenness.  There  was  marked  division  between 
the  classes  and  the  masses.  Landlords  oppressed  their  tenants 
who  had  to  pay  their  debts  with  personal  slavery.  Courts  of 
justice  were  corrupt.     There  was  a  great  display  of  luxury. 

Political  Situation.  Syria  which  lay  next  to  Israel  had  been 
reduced  by  Assyria.  Jereboam  II.  then  encroached  on  S.  and 
added  part  of  it  to  Palestine.  Amos  saw  that  this  was  only 
temporary  and  that  Assyria  would  reduce  Israel. 

Book  of  Amos  is  divided  into  two  parts  ch's  1 — 6,  contain 
threatenings  uttered  in  a  direct  manner,  ch's  7 — 9  threatenings 
delivered  in  a  figurative  way,  ch's.  1 — 6  are  divided  into  (l)-proph- 
ecies  concerning  outlying  nations  (2)  concerning  Israel  herself.  He 
makes  a  fourfold  charge  1,  Idolatry.  2,  Injustice.  3,  Oppression 
of  poor.     4,  General  moral  corruption. 

The  theme  of  2nd  part  is  the  overthrow  of  Jer.  and  his  king- 
dom. He  uses  five  figures  in  this  1  Grasshoppers ;  2.  Fire ;  3. 
The  plumbline  and  a  leaning  wall.     Here  he  gives  historical  epis- 


ode  (Amos  7, 10 — 17.)  4.  Basket  of  ripe  fruit ;  5.  Jehovah  stand- 
ing on  altar  of  sanctuary  giving  final  edict  against  Israel.  In  last 
five  verses  is  held  out  a  hope  with  a  slight  messianic  expectation. 

LECTURE  III. 

Hosea.  Second  prophet,  northern  kingdom.  About  753 
B.  C.  At  time  of  founding  of  Rome.  He  lived  through  the 
reigns  of  Uzziah,  Jotham,  Ahaz  and  Hezekiah,  kings  of  Judah. 
He  only  mentions  Jereboam  II.  of  the  seven  kings  of  Israel,  who 
reigned  during  his  life.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  his  works 
were  edited  by  a  man  from  Judah. 

Pro'phecy  of  Hosea.  The  one  idea  is  the  infidelity,  the  faith- 
lessness of  the  people  of  Israel.  For  this  they  were  to  be  punished 
by  captivity.  He  vivifies  this  by  the  picture  of  infidelity  in  his 
own  family,  (his  wife.) 

Some  think  this  picture  real,  others  think  it  a  word  picture. 
Later  is  the  favorite  view,  (1.)  Because  children  have  allegorical 
names  (2.)  Because  the  idea  of  his  living  with  such  a  woman  so 
long  is  unreal.  His  indignation  against  Israel  is  of  double  nature. 
(1)  Political.  They  were  false  to  national  honor  (II  Kings,  15  : 
19  —20.)  (2)  Religious.  They  mixed  the  worship  of  God  with 
that  of  Baal.  Immorality  and  sensuousness  were  practiced  in  the 
very  shrine  of  God. 

Contents.  Two  sections,  chs.  1 — 3and4 — 14.  Chs.  1 — 3.  Have 
reference  to  his  wife,  ch.  4.  Moral  degradation  and  corruption  of 
people  and  priests.  Ch.  5  and  6  written  at  time  of  invasion  of  Tig- 
lath  Pileser.  Priests  would  lie-in-wait  for  pilgrims  to  murder  and 
rob  them  (ch.  6,  6).  Ch.  7—8.  Written  at  end  of  Hoshea's  reign, 
dwells  on  the  foolishness  of  foreign  alliances.  Ch.  9 — 11  mentions 
punishments.  Several  times  God  is  mentioned  as  pleading  with 
his  people  Chs.  12 — 14.  Resume  of  history  showing  God's  care. 
Brings  out  difference  between  dependence  on  God  and  on  man. 
(See  ch.  2  :  3  ;  3  :  5;  11 :  8- ;  14  :  5—9.) 

LECTURE  IV. 

Jonah.  iSTorthern  kingdom.  There  are  two  points  of  dif- 
ferences between  his  prophecy  and  others.  (1).  It  concerns  an  out- 
side nation  (Nineveh.)     (2).  It  is  purely  narrative,  only  oneproph- 
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ecy  in  it.  The  book  of  J's  prophecy  is  lost.  It  is  not  certain  that 
the  book  which  bears  his  name  is  of  his  writing.  J.  is  referred 
to  in  it  as  a  third  person  (see  II  Kings  14  :  25.)  (For  story  of  Jonah 
see  Jonah  chs.  1  and  2.) 

Book  of  Jonah  is  objected  to  on  account(l.)  of  story  of  deliver- 
ance from  whale.  This  may  be  figurative.  (2.)  There  is  no  record 
in  profane  history  of  the  repentance  of  Nineveh.  This  is  not  con- 
clusive. In  Herodotus  is  mentioned  an  invasion  which  relieved  the 
siege  of  Nineveh  for  25  years.  It  may  refer  to  this.  The  purpose 
of  the  book  is  to  show  God's  providence  and  purpose  as  extending 
beyond  the  Israelites.  J.  when  he  tried  to  escape  showed  the 
idea  of  the  times  that  God  was  a  local  deity,  (see  Ps.  139,  9 — 10.) 
Jonah  shows  (1)  goodness  of  God's  mercy,  (2)  catholicity  of  God's 
religion,  (3)  the  narrowness  and  littleness  of  man's  character  when 
compared  with  God's  (ch.  4:  4 — 11.) 


LECTURE  V. 

Prophecy  of  Nahum,  written  about  time  of  Hezekiah.  Proph- 
ecy concerns  Nineveh.  Hence  is  associated  with  that  of  Jonah. 
Three  theories  of  N's  birth  (1)  that  he  was  born  in  a  small  town 
of  Galilee.  (He  calls  himself  an  Elkoshite.)  (2).  That  he  was 
born  at  Alkush  in  Assyria,  not  far  from  which  he  was  buried. 
(3)  (preferable)  that  he  was  born  somewhere  within  bounds  of 
Judah  or  Israel  and  that  prophecy  was  connected  with  Judah. 
The  burden  of  Nineveh,  (ch.  1 :  1.)=  the  indictment  against  Nineveh. 
The  power  of  Assyria  had  been  growing  for  over  500  years. 
It  was  at  its  height  under  Senacharib  S.  w^as  a  patron  of  art 
and  architecture,  (similar  to  Solomon).  Nineveh  was  23  miles 
in  circumference  surrounded  by  a  wall  100  feet  high  on  which 
three  chariots  could  drive  abreast.  On  wall  were  1200  towers  each 
100  feet  higher  than  wall.  About  700  B.  C.  Nalium  prophesied 
its  destruction.  This  occurred  in  625  B.  C.  The  incident  is  men- 
tioned by  the  historian  Ctesias.  It  was  besieged  three  years  by 
Medes  and  Babylonians,  At  the  end  of  that  time  high  water 
destroyed  part  of  the  fortifications.  It  was  then  easily  taken  and 
utterly  destroyed  by  fire.  Booty  was  carried  to  Babylon.  Xeno- 
phon  mentions  the  walls  of  Nineveh.  Lucian  also  in  2nd  cent.  A.  D. 

Contents,  4  sections  (1)  ch.  1 :   1 — 8.     The  nature  of  God  the 


champion  of  the  oppressed.  (2)  ch.  1:  9 — 15  refers  to  expedition  of 
Seuacharib.  (3)  ch.  2.  Description  of  siege  of  Ninevah.  (4)  ch.  3, 
account  of  destruction  of  Ninevah.  Ch.  3:  8  refers  to  fall  of  Thebes. 
Style  is  very  sententious,  (ch.  3  :  1-3.).  It  is  said  that  Jeremiah 
used  this  as  model.  Compare  N.  1, 13  with  Jer.  30:  8  and  K  3:  5 
with  Jer.  13 :  22.  This  is  put  in  the  bible  to  show  the  universality 
of  God's  plan  and  providence  and  the  overthrow  of  material  splen- 
dor when  exalted  against  God. 


LECTURE  VI. 

Joel.  He  was  of  southern  kingdom,  a  contemporary  of  Amos 
in  northern.  Uzziah  was  reigning  in  Judah.  Jeroboam  II  in 
Israel.  Reasons  for  thinking  that  they  were  contemporaneous  are 
(1.)  Both  speak  of  the  great  calamity  (Ravage  by  insects);  (2.) 
Both  refer  to  particular  hostile  nations  (See  Amos  1  :  6 — 10  and 
Joel  3 :  4—6.)  N^.me  Joel  means  "  Jehovah  is  God."  This  is  the 
fundamental  thought  of  the  prophecy.  Prophecy  was  probably 
first  spoken  at  Jerusalem,  Joel's  residence  (ch.  1:  14 ;  2:  1  :  3:  1) 
and  written  later.  The  question  is  raised  as  to  whether  the  deso- 
lation was  figurative  or  literal.  Latter  view  is  favored  because  (1) 
Locusts  are  described  in  a  way  that  would  scarcely  admit  of  a 
figurative  interpretation.  (2)  Both  Joel  and  Amos  speak  of  it  in 
past  tense.  (3)  Both  speak  of  it  as  having  come  from  the  north. 
(4)  Joel  exhorts  to  prayer  and  fasting.  (See  ch.  2 :  14)  First  pro- 
test against  formalism.  Tendency  of  Hebrews  was  toward  for- 
malism. Summary.  Three  parts  (1)  ch.  1,  (a)  account  of  plague, 
(b)  interpretation  of  plague  (c)  proclamation  to  fast.  (2.)  ch.  2  (a) 
God  as  Judge  (b)  call  to  national  repentance  (vs.  1—18.  (c)  God's 
mercy  (18—^32)  (d)  contrast  between  justice  and  mercy  (e)  Messi- 
anic implication  (Restoration  32).  (3.)  ch.  3.  God's  purposes  for 
his  people.  In  ch.  3 :  6,  is  first  reference  to  Greeks.  In  vs.  14 
valley  of  decision  means  a  testing.  Vs.  18-21  Messianic  prophecy. 

LECTURE  VIL 

Micah.  He  was  called  the  Morasthite.  Was  born  20  mi.  S. 
E.  from  Jerusalem.  His  Mission  was  to  Judah.  References  to 
Israel  were  made  for  contrast.    His   name   means   "  Who  can 
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compare  with  Jehovah  ? "  His  style  is  good.  He  delights  in 
contrasts.  Prophecies  of  Micah  and  Amos  are  somewhat  similar. 
Each  champions  the  poor  and  oppressed  as  against  the  rich  and 
overbearing.  Micah  was  contemporaneous  with  Isaiah  in  reigns 
of  Jotham,  Ahaz  and  Hezekiah. 

Micah,  the  Morasthite,  is  not  to  be  confused   with  Micaiah 
the  son  of  Imlah.     (See  1  Kings,  22  :  8,  also  Jer.  26  :  18). 

Prophecy  concerns  Samaria  and  Judah.  It  is  supposed  to  have 
been  written  at  different  times.  The  first  part  before  the  destruc- 
tion of  Samaria,  the  latter  part  afterward.  There  is  an  evident  lack 
of  unity  of  purpose  in  Micah  which  cannot  be  seen  in  the  other 
prophets.  This  prophecy  is  concerned  with  moral  and  religious 
questions  almost  exclusively.  Isaiah  was  the  political  champion. 
The  vices  are  almost  identical  with  those  in  Amos.  (1)  idolatry, 
ch.  1.  (2)  cruelty,  ch.  2,  and  oppression,  ch.  3:  10.  (3)  corrup- 
tion, ch.  3 :  11.  (4)  Lack  of  confidence.  Assyria  at  this  time 
was  the  dominant  power  but  Micah  prophesied  the  captivity  of 
Jerusalem  by  Babylon  which  occurred  75  years  later.  In  ch.  5  : 
2  is  the  first  explicit  reference  to  the  Messiah.  Compare  Micah 
6 :  6-8  with  1  Cor.  13.   Ch.  7  :  18  speaks  of  mercy  and  restoration. 


